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HOUSING CRISIS COMMITTEE FOR CALD COMMUNITIES 
Statement 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [5.25 pm]: I rise tonight to make a few comments about an 
event that I attended this morning. It actually affected me quite deeply and I felt that it was something that I 
needed to share with members. This morning there was an action in Mirrabooka by a community group that 
typically helps migrant families with their housing needs. It was at the Mirrabooka shopping centre but it was 
outside the Department for Child Protection building. I do not know whether other members were invited to it, 
but I certainly was, and I chose to attend because this is a group that I was involved with when I was working 
with the Western Australian Council of Social Service and seeking housing policy outcomes for groups that were 
particularly vulnerable to homelessness. The group is called the Housing Crisis Committee for CALD 
Communities, HCCCALD, which is possibly the longest acronym I have in my inbox of emails. This group has 
been meeting regularly for years to try to combine what limited resources it has to assist individuals with very 
severe housing need. I want to commend its work. I want to put on record my admiration and respect in 
particular for Mandy Whitton and Sue Chadwick, who organised today’s event, and also Bronwyn Kitching, who 
was there as a supporter. Bronwyn has a long history of working for Shelter WA.  
Shelter WA released a report that looks into the statistics for housing affordability for culturally and 
linguistically diverse and Aboriginal families. I would encourage members to have a look at that. It paints a 
pretty horrific picture. Simply put, we simply do not have the houses that large families need. We have known 
this for a very long time. Whether members were in the Labor government or in a coalition government, it has 
been a consistent problem that large families—Aboriginal families are often large; families from migrant 
communities such as African and Ethiopian communities, which were very well represented today, are very 
large—cannot be housed by our current housing stock in public housing. It is something that can be easily 
addressed. All we have to do is shift some of the resources that we are spending in public housing to build these 
larger houses. 
Honestly, it broke my heart. A chap who spoke to me had seven kids. The Department for Child Protection is 
now talking about removing his children from him because he is unable to provide them with a home that will 
meet their needs. This is really reminiscent of history that we do not want to repeat—that is, the splitting up of 
families. I would encourage members to help me to solve this problem by contacting the new housing minister, 
Terry Redman, and asking if he would please consider urgently building large houses for these migrant 
communities. Honestly, all they want to do is make good in their new country. We have rescued them from a 
violent place where they risked their lives. We have rescued them and offered them refuge. What we have not 
given them is a fair go. All they need is a house to live in, a roof over their heads, to achieve those things that 
they desperately want to achieve for their families: to be employed fully; to send their children to school; and to 
know their neighbours. These are very simple things that we take for granted. If people have to move three or 
four times a year, they do not get to know their neighbours, let alone create that sense of community that we 
really value here in Western Australia.  
I encourage members in this place, as elected members of this Parliament, to take this upon ourselves. All 
members face this issue in their electorates. I know that members up north have a terrible problem with housing. 
Members should approach the Minister for Housing at this time and ask for urgent emergency accommodation. 
What we need is real bricks and mortar, and new housing; we need large houses that can accommodate these 
families. These families do not deserve to be put through any more distress than they have already faced as 
migrants in our culture. Members, please, undertake to do something urgently.  
Another person whose story was also quite shocking approached me at this rally. We have been talking about 
mental health in this house all week. We know that there are complex needs for people who are suffering from 
mental illness. One of the simple things that we can do is provide them with secure accommodation. That is one 
of the least things we can do for people who are suffering from mental illness. I was approached by a high school 
student from Mirrabooka whose mother has been struggling with mental illness. They have been unable to keep 
their accommodation and they have been living with their aunty. It is now at the point at which they will be 
thrown out on the street, in January, because they cannot be accommodated in the small house that has been 
accommodating them on a temporary basis for some time. The young girl was so passionate. She took the 
microphone after Bill Johnston and I had spoken. She burst into tears. She was trying desperately to ask for help 
of anyone who could help her. We should be in a position in this economy to assist people who are most 
vulnerable. She wants to finish school and graduate. She wants secure accommodation so that she can be a 
support for her family that so desperately needs her. She has younger siblings. I do not know how many people 
are having to sleep in one bed, but the stories they are telling us are heartbreaking.  
This is not a difficult problem. We have known for many years what the solution is: we just need a bigger 
portion of our state budget to be invested in housing for the most vulnerable. These are the absolutely most 
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vulnerable. We talk about them a lot in here. All we have to do in this case is give them secure housing. It will be 
a significant expenditure, but it is expenditure we can afford. I think that the cost of more people on 
unemployment, more people not finishing their education and more people on welfare because they are unstable 
in their lives and cannot retain a job definitely outweighs the investment that we need to spend on public 
housing. I hope that in the election period that is coming up we get some really serious commitments to expand 
our public housing stock in Western Australia so that none of us has to go to these gatherings at which there are 
dozens of families who are struggling and who desperately need one simple thing: a roof over their heads.  
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